U.S. Utility Patent Application Prosecution Procedure

Idea
Public disclosure?
S
No
1 year
or less Yes
File Foreign? File Foreign
No
1 year
or less
] o Yes
File Provisional File Provisional?
1 year
or less
File PCT
30 months
from first filing
File US Non-Provisional Application or US national stage
0-14 months*
First Action Allowance
Restriction
Reqt? Response
- - - First Action Allowance
First Office Action
on the Merits 0-3 months*
0-6 months
Response: Amendment
and/or Arguments;
Possible Interview
0-2 months* Allowance
Further Office Action; 3 months
usually Final Rejection non-extendible
0-6 months Pay Issue Fee
Response: Amendment 3-8 months*
and/or Arguments;
RS TR Patent Issues (on a Tuesday)
0-3 months* Term: 20 years from filing of
priority application
RCE
Continuation Application Advisory Action Appeal (Maintenance Fees Due
(3.5, 7.5, 11.5 years))
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